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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent temi adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07 January 2004 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-15 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim{s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-15 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)n The drawlng(s) filed on is/are: a)\3 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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1 . This action is in response to the application filed on January 7, 2002. Claims 1-15 
are pending. 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his Invention. 

3. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 1 , 3, 8, 9, 14 and 15, these claims are unclear and indefinite as 
to the claimed invention because they are not in the proper format. These claims 
include multiple periods and/or capital letters that are not abbreviations. See 
MPEP 608.01 (i) and 608.01 (m). Each claim begins with a capital letter and ends 
with a period. Periods may not be used elsewhere in the claims except for 
abbreviations. See Fressola v. Manbeck, 36 USPQ2d 1211 (D.D.C. 1995). 

Regarding claim 1 , the phrases "the buffer" and "the unit" lack proper 
antecedent basis. The phrase "the unit" lacks proper antecedent basis because 
several different "units" are recited in claim 1 and it is unclear what unit (CPU, 
FWH, KBC or LED-displaying) these phrases refer to. 

Regarding claim 3, the phrase "When It updates the code" lacks proper 
antecedent basis and is indefinite because it is unclear what "it" refers to. In 
addition, there is no element recited as updating the code in claims 1 or 3. Claim 
1 recites that KBC unit generates an update message when It receives the 
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comparison signal from the FWH unit. No updating element is recited In claim 1 . 
Furthermore, the phrase "the code" lacks proper antecedent basis. 

Claims 2-8 are rejected because they incorporate the deficiencies of claim 

1. 

Regarding claim 9, the preamble recites that the claimed invention is 
directed to updating BIOS. However, the body of the claim recites that the KBC 
unit is updated, not the BIOS. Therefore, the claim is unclear as to whether it is 
directed to updating the BIOS or updating the KBC unit. 

Claims 10-15 are rejected because they incorporate the deficiencies of 
claim 9. 

4. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis M. Butler whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3663. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnatlon for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomriation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Application/Control Number: 10/036,436 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 2115 



Dennis M. Butler 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 21 15 



